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When I was in elementary school, I had a teacher who shared Bible stories with
me. He taught me about the existence of a higher being, a God, who created everything.
He taught me that God is kind to all, and cares for everyone. He is able to do everything,
and I can talk to Him by praying. He can hear me. He also sees everything, and is pleased
when I do good, and upset when I do bad things.

Slowly, I began to believe what he said. I also tried to pray to Him, mostly when
things go badly. They were simple prayers, just, “God I'm sorry”, “God, thank you”, and
“God please help me”. He gave me a children’s Bible with many beautiful pictures inside,
and I liked the stories in this book.

I was not particularly religious when young and I was also exposed to two
different religions. At that time, I studied in a Buddhist School and we had Buddhist study
lessons. I was taught about the concepts of do unto others what you want others to do unto
you here, and it made sense to me. If you cause pain to others, then imagine the pain you
yourself would feel if others did the same to you. All these made sense to me, but there
was nothing really personal that could comfort me in this other religion I was exposed to.
Internally, Christianity won me over, I think mainly because of the personal care of this
teacher, his sincerity, and I will always remember him and look up to him as a role model.

Even though I believed in the existence of God, and sometimes pray to Him, I
knew nothing about Jesus, and never attended any churches. Eventually as I grew older,
God brought a friend to invite me to his Church. I obliged, internally, I really wanted to be
close to God, yet I couldn’t bear with the high standards I thought He had. As I attended
his Church, I couldn’t absorb much mainly because I wanted to be my own person still,
and didn’t really care to read the Bible. As we broke into small groups to discuss, seeing
many others proclaim how they loved God, I couldn’t stand being fake and told them
honestly that I do not think that I loved God and really don’t know how to. Not long after,
I decided to stop going as I felt like a faker.

Along the way as [ grew older, grew more rebellious, to when I was fulfilling my
national service, God brought people to speak to me occasionally. I kept insisting on being
my own “free” self and didn’t want to commit to anything. I got scared once because an
evangelist shared Revelation 3:16 with me: “So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot
nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”

I got baptized hurriedly as well by one over-zealous pastor, who never actually followed

up with me.




As I was fulfilling my national service, I watched the “Prince of Egypt”, and
something really stirred in my heart. I wanted to be close to this amazing God that I saw,
and I wondered if the things in the animation really happened in the past. I told myself,
when I make it into the University to study, if God brings along someone to guide me
again, this time I must get serious!

And so God did, and quite a few different groups came to evangelize to me. |
said the sinner’s prayer with one guy after talking with him. I shared my biggest struggle
with him, that God’s standards are high, and I know I will always fail at achieving this.
He told me that no one could, that this is a free gift of grace that we do not deserve, and
cannot earn. That all that was left for me to solve, and I finally realized what the gospel
was about, “Don’t be dismayed if you keep failing, the good news is you don’t have to be

perfect to be close to God.”
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